
         Lance Brown
Executive Director

P.O Box 70072
Montgomery, AL 36107

February 16, 2015

Kelly Hammerle
Five Year Program Manager
BOEM (HM-3120)
381 Elden Street
Herndon, VA 20170

Geoffrey Wikel
Acting Chief, Division of  Environmental Assessment Office
Office of  Environmental Program (HM-3107)
381 Elden Street
Herndon, VA 20170

RE:  Draft Proposed 2017-2022 OCS Oil & Gas Leasing Program and 
Notice of  Intent to Prepare a PEIS

Dear Ms. Hammerle and Mr. Wikel:
 
In response to the request for comments regarding the Draft Proposed 
2017-2022 Outer Continental Shelf  (OCS) Oil & Gas Leasing Program (DPP) 
and the preparation of  a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, the 
Partnership for Affordable Clean Energy asks the Bureau of  Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) to support oil and gas leases in the Gulf  of  Mexico. 
This includes continuing the Bureau’s plan for robust leasing in the Gulf  as 
well as considering opportunities for further development of  the Eastern Gulf  
of  Mexico planning area.
 
As an organization consisting of  those who use and pay for energy, the  
Partnership for Affordable Clean Energy believes that the continued supply of  
oil and gas from the Gulf  region helps to place downward pressure on prices, 
benefitting consumers and strengthening America’s energy security. 
Furthermore, offshore energy development in the Gulf  has significant 



economic development implications for coastal states and communities, 
including generating tens of  billion of  dollars in economic impact and 
supporting nearly 400,000 jobs. Last year alone, royalties from Gulf  production 
provided $7 billion in revenues to the federal government, making the industry 
one of  the largest sources of  non-tax revenue to the federal government. 

Continued and expanded access to all areas of  the Gulf  of  Mexico will bolster 
the economic future of  the region and help to ensure a stable supply of  
domestic crude oil, petroleum products, and natural gas for Americans. 
Doing so will also create jobs. In fact, Quest Offshore Resources has estimated 
that an increase in Gulf  of  Mexico offshore oil and gas activity could support 
180,000 jobs across Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana, and Wood Mackenzie 
estimates that oil and gas development in the Eastern Planning Area could 
create 100,000 new jobs in Florida alone.

Given recent history in the region, residents along the coast are justified in 
maintaining concerns about the safety and environmental risks associated with 
the oil and gas industry. However, our members agree with Secretary Jewell that 
the regulatory atmosphere has been adequately addressed. As the Secretary 
stated, actions to improve safety in the Gulf  of  Mexico have resulted in “the 
most aggressive and comprehensive offshore oil and gas regulatory reforms in 
the nation’s history.” 

The Partnership for Affordable Clean Energy, on behalf  its members, 
respectfully asks BOEM to support robust leasing opportunities in the Gulf  of 
Mexico, to assess the entire Eastern Gulf  planning area in the environmental 
review, and to recognize that energy development and environmental 
protection in the Gulf  of  Mexico have and will continue to coexist.
 
Sincerely,

Lance Brown
Executive Director


