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Representatives of EPA, in July of last year I rose to represent the 
concerns of more than twenty partners across the Southeast. These 
included energy users large and small who want to keep their lights on and 
factory machines running at an affordable price. We delivered the clear 
message that customers nationwide will be affected negatively by the new 
carbon dioxide regulation proposed by EPA. 

We have no doubt that the rule will raise the price of electricity, contrary to 
EPA’s assertion. We argued then that the rule would make our nation’s 
energy portfolio less diverse; that the rule would make the price of 
electricity more volatile by forcing utilities to use more natural gas; and that 
the rule would establish winners and losers in the energy marketplace. We 
asserted those points in July of last year and we assert them again today.

We also pointed out things that the rule would not do. We included in our 
remarks the testimony to Congress by EPA Chief Gina McCarthy in 
September of 2013 that this agency’s regulation of carbon dioxide would 
not cause any measurable change in the agency’s 26 indicators of climate 
change. Administrator McCarthy, nor anyone at EPA, has ever produced 
any data for the American public that shows what positive effect this new 
rule will have on the agency’s climate indicators. Isn’t the core of any good 
piece of public policy the prediction that it will have positive empirical 
results?
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We asserted in July of las year that if Americans truly realized that their 
government was trading affordable power prices and a strong and stable 
electricity portfolio only for political leverage, they would not support this 
rule. We predicted they would be angry, and disappointed, and wondering 
why the executive branch has made such a terrible bargain. We have 
spent the past year talking to energy users and I can tell you firsthand they 
are all of those things.

We said last July that this agency’s carbon rule would speed the closure of 
coal-fired power plants in the U.S., forcing another 114 gigawatts of 
generation off the grid. That is exactly what is happening. Look no further 
than coal-fired plant closures in Walker and Mobile Counties in Alabama. 
Look no further than coal miners laid off in Tuscaloosa County. What EPA 
and its allies continually said would not happen is happening.

Meanwhile, the rest of the world will use U.S. coal to produce more than 
six additional tons of carbon for every one ton we reduce under this rule. 
We said it in July and we will say it again: the earth’s temperature will not 
change because of this rule, but power bills will.

The EPA still has a chance to take a sensible approach to addressing 
climate change and focus on more reasonable measures that deliver real 
results. We implore you to do so.
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