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Thank you for the opportunity to offer comment on behalf of the 
electricity consumers, businesses, and agricultural interests that 
PACE represents. 
  
Often noticeably absent from these discussions is the direct impact 
the EPA’s burdensome regulations will have on consumers. At a time 
when our economy is at its most fragile – particularly considering the 
super committee’s recent failure to effectively manage America’s 
growing deficit – it seems that the EPA remains deaf to the 
consumer burden these rules would have on our pocketbooks. 
  
While I appreciate that FERC is soliciting comments on the Utility 
MACT and other upcoming rules, the December 9th deadline for 
submission allows hardly enough time for the EPA to sensibly 
incorporate feedback into its final work product prior to its 
December 16th deadline finalized MACT rule deadline. 

Utility MACT affects some 40 percent of America’s base-load 
capacity and almost half of U.S. net generation. FERC’s own staff 
analysis has found that 81 gigawatts of generating capacity is "very 
likely" or "likely" to be taken offline by 2018 due to coal plant 
retirements and downgrades resulting from the rule. FERC’s own 
Commissioner Phillip Moeller recently said, “I’m very concerned that 
it becomes our problem at FERC and a serious problem over 
multiple years if they don’t fully understand the implications of how 
complicated these grids are … It’s not that these plants can’t be 
retrofitted and it’s not that they might not justify the investment, but 
having [them] all down at the same time seriously impairs the 
reliability of the Midwest.” 
  
It is important to recognize the big picture of electricity in America, 



which is that the principles governing EPA’s rulemaking agenda are 
more than 20 years old. In the time since the passage of the rules, the 
technology to make the burning of coal for electricity cleaner has 
improved greatly and has been widely implemented. We are 
producing 50% more electricity than we were 20 years ago with two-
thirds less emissions. The use of coal to meet electricity demand has 
tripled since 1970 and yet emissions are still down. 
  
We should recognize these improvements and choose wisely when 
considering rules that could restrain domestic energy, endanger jobs, 
and saddle consumers with higher power bills. Instead, it seems that 
EPA is committed to driving down standards, not paying sufficient 
attention to whether the timelines they set are realistic or reasonable. 
PACE believes they are not and that EPA is engaging in a sort of 
regulatory limbo that will break the backs of the poorest Americans. 
  
The Midwest Transmission System Operator Inc. recently indicated 
the Midwest will be "severely challenged throughout the 
implementation of the proposed rules" given the EPA's compliance 
restrictions. Add them to the list of numerous providers nationwide 
that are expressing their concerns – and in some states, consumers 
are already being impacted. 
  
In a state that is already being threatened by rolling blackouts, Texas’ 
Xcel Energy recently filed a request with the Public Utility 
Commission of Texas indicating they will need to raise consumer 
rates by at about six dollars each month as retrofitting their coal-
fueled power plants with new emission-control technologies will 
result in higher fuel costs as the company depends less on coal-fueled 
generation and more on natural gas through 2012. 
  
And North Carolina consumers could also be subjected to a 7.2 
percent increase beginning in February. If these rules are allowed to 
be implemented, consumers across the country could be faced with 
similar price increases. 
  



But energy reliability is not just a matter of convenience and cost. A 
steady flow of reliable power is integral to America’s vigilance against 
those who threaten our national security. Many of the utility 
companies facing diminished energy reliability under these rules 
supply power to military installations and bases. Edison Electric 
Institute recently voiced the need for a Presidential Executive Order 
issuing companies an exemption from certain EPA regulations in an 
effort to keep these essential power supplies online. 
  
I served on a consumer board for TVA’s Integrated Resource Plan 
that will govern the agency’s capacity planning for the next 20 years. 
That planning process alone took nearly two years to complete 
before any decisions were made. EPA is expecting one of the largest 
shifts in the history of American energy policy to happen in only 
three years, which is unrealistic and unsustainable. PACE is 
respectfully requesting that the Commission uses this opportunity to 
– at the very least –call upon the EPA and the President to ensure 
that our nation’s energy providers are provided with ample time for 
complying with these new rules to avoid a nationwide energy crisis. 
 The EPA has consistently shown a disregard for the facts. Their 
burdensome and costly rules pose significant threats to America's 
energy capacity, the economy and our security. Utility MACT alone is 
estimated to result in a cumulative loss of 1.65 million jobs and cost 
the electricity industry over $127 billion by 2020.  If the EPA is not 
held accountable, these regulations will stunt job growth, force 
families to stretch their already tight budgets even further, and add to 
the country’s seemingly ever-escalating deficit. It’s time our 
government agencies listen to our concerns and advocate on behalf 
of the hard-working Americans that will be impacted by their 
shortsightedness. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lance Brown 
Executive Director 
Partnership for Affordable Clean Energy 


