
Setting the Record Straight 
on the EPA's Methane Rule 

f a c t 

The August 2020 EPA Methane Gas Rule 
STREAMLINES existing regulations by recognizing 
their duplicative nature.  The new rule regulates 
methane under the purview of all gases emitted 
from solids or liquids. 

According to the EPA, when livestock and 
manure emissions are combined, the 
Agriculture sector is the largest source 
of methane emissions in the U.S. 

The August 2020 rule requires well-
monitoring for volatile organic compounds. 
Leak monitoring will still be required, but 
for a host of other compounds that 
cause smog – in addition to methane 
gas. 

The 2016 methane gas rules were flawed.  
The Gina McCarthy EPA didn’t adhere to 
proper scientific and legal processes by 
first determining that methane causes or 
contributes to increased levels of air 
pollution gas. 

A 2019 National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration report found no significant 
increase in methane emissions over the 
last 15 years. 

f i c t i o n 

The August 2020 EPA Methane Gas 
Rulemaking "guts" existing regulations 
governing methane emissions. 

Natural gas producers are the largest emitters 
of methane gas in the U.S. 

Methane Leak monitoring would no longer 
be required under the August 2020  
methane gas rule. 

The 2016 methane gas rules went through the 
“Gold Standard” in scientific and legal review 
before they were adopted. 

As natural gas production has skyrocketed 
over the last 15 years so have methane gas 
emissions. 

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/inventory-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-sinks
https://www.wsj.com/articles/epa-to-rescind-methane-regulations-for-oil-and-gas-11597051802
https://research.noaa.gov/article/ArtMID/587/ArticleID/2453/US-methane-emissions-flat-since-2006-despite-increased-oil-and-gas-activity-study


f a c t 

Companies representing more than 80% of 
U.S. natural gas production created the 
Environmental Partnership (EP) to 
continuously improve environmental 
performance. This partnership has revealed a 
leak rate 10 times lower than initially thought. 

The shift to natural gas from other more 
carbon intensive sources of electricity has 
enabled the electric power industry to 
reduce its CO2 emissions by 27% from 
2005 to 2017. 

From 1990 to 2018 U.S. methane 
emissions fell 18.1% and now only 
represent 9.5% of all greenhouse gas 
emissions, as of 2018.  

Additionally, natural gas systems have made 
significant reductions in methane emissions.  

Since 1990 methane emissions from natural 
gas systems have fallen 23.7%. 

Methane is a valuable resource to energy 
industry members and efforts to capture the 
gas has created an internal marketplace to 
buy and sell methane. 
 

f i c t i o n 

The natural gas industry has abandoned its 
environmental stewardship responsibility.  

The adoption of natural gas as an affordable 
and reliable source of electricity has NOT 
helped efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Methane gas emissions constitute large 
share, if not majority of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Methane lacks utility or value for energy 
operators. 

https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/Environmental-Partnership-report-details-progress-14291378.php#photo-18048648
https://www.eia.gov/environment/emissions/carbon/pdf/2018_co2analysis.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-04/documents/us-ghg-inventory-2020-main-text.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-07/documents/m2m_overview_razvilka_2008.pdf



